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In Europe, the migration crisis, spurred off by the immense migration
flow in 2015, has led to a rebordering process largely questioning the
principle of a “Europe without borders” which has been propagated by
the European Union (EU) ever since the ambitious project of the Single
European Market in 1987. Today, the COVID19 pandemic seems to
confirm this tendency, at least during the first lockdown phase from
March to June 2020. It is the heart of the Schengen agreement
abolishing internal border checks of EU citizens which has been at
stake. The re-introduction of “border controls” in EU Member States
within the Schengen space not only represents an obstacle to internal
mobility within the EU but also leads to growing protectionism and a
new fear of “the other” which highly threatens the potential of a
welcoming policy towards migrants. But walls and fences against
migrants are also one of the leading policy objectives of the Trump
administration in the US. However, the wall sepertating the US from
Mexico seems to draw less attention in the public debate since the
COVID19 crisis. Does the pandemic stop fears of migration or does it
reinforce bordering processes in Europe and in the US?
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Monday 16 November

Introduction

Birte Wassenberg, Professor in Contemporary
History Sciences Po Strasbourg

Partl: 17.30 -18.30

Student discussion : Migration and COVID19
Sciences Po Strasbourg, Faculty of Law
Strasbourg, Georgia State University, Atlanta
Part 11: 18.30-20.00

Roundtable: The effect of COVID19 on the
migration crisis

Moderated by:

Joachim Beck, Rector, Hochschule Kehl
Fréderique Berrod, Professor in Law, Sciences

Po Strasbourg

Laura Anne HASTINGS (Georgia State University,
Atlanta US)

Hank EDMONDSON (Georgia College, Atlanta, US)
Niklas PLAETZER (Sciences Po Reims)

Ledi BIANKU (Former Judge at the ECHR
Strasbourg)
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